Reviews.
[April, one knows who has laboriously examined any pathological or other subject, sooner or later, the more carefully and minutely he pursues the investigation, the more difficult does the question appear to become. How often our opinions, formed from the seeming facts of yesterday, are negatived by the observations of to-day. So Ample experience has shown that haemorrhage in such cases occurs most frequently in the corpus striatum and optic thalamus, often in the pons, and very rarely in the cerebellum.
The cerebrum in some cases is largely broken down by blood effusion, but the corpus striatum, optic thalamus, or both, are generally then also greatly disorganized; consequently it is thought that the bleeding most probably commenced in one or other of these ganglia.
In fatal cases, where the effusion is large, the blood frequently hursts into the lateral ventricle and makes its way into the third and fourth ventricles, and thus reaches the base. Dr.
Jackson, however, tells us that he has twice known blood effused into the third ventricle without injury of the ganglia, but, as he says, these were exceptional cases.
The blood in one of them came from a large aneurism seated in the middle line of the hinder part of There follows next a sudden compression of the brain because the greater degree of pressure of the blood from the ruptured arteriole is communicated to the nerve-fibre, cells, and capillary wall; and the brain elements are therefore squeezed before the cerebro-spinal fluid can be diminished; whereas in more slowly accumulating pressure there may be time for this fluid to be pushed away.
